
 Process Flowchart for MPO/PR3 and ANCA Immunology Testing at WAHT 

Urgent clinical concern for active vasculitis by senior clinician 

Clinician informs laboratory via telephone and emails Duty Biochemist (DB) and Immunology: 

wah-tr.duty-biochemist@nhs.net            wvt.immunologylab@nhs.net 

 

Blood sample (gold top) collected and transported with request form to Pathology reception ASAP 

Sample is booked in, centrifuged, and packed into urgent bag and transport box by Pathology laboratory/reception 

URGENT 

Sample sent to WVT Immunology 

by taxi (cost code to requestor) 

ASAP 

DB informs Immunology via 

telephone and email 

Received by Pathology 

09:00 – 12:00 

Received by WVT Immunology before 15:00 

Sample processed same day 

MPO/PR3 result authorised and (if positive) telephoned by WVT by 17:30 

If positive, ANCA reflexed with result available the following day 

Received by Pathology 

12:00 – 16:00 

Lab to confirm with DB 

Sample sent to WVT Immunology 

by routine transport 

DB informs Immunology via 

telephone and email 

Received by WVT Immunology after 15:00 

Sample processed following working day morning 

MPO/PR3 result reported/telephoned by midday of the following working day  

If positive, ANCA reflexed with result by the end of the following day 

Received by Pathology 

After 16:00/OOH* 

The next working day morning, 

sample sent to WVT Immunology 

by taxi (cost code to requestor) 

DB informs Immunology via 

telephone and email 

POSITIVE RESULT 

Result telephoned to requesting clinician 

Recommend specialist advice if MPO or PR3 >10 U/mL 

NEGATIVE RESULT 

Automatic standard report, no special notification 

required 

*Pathology working hours: 09:00 – 17:30 Monday to 

Friday, excluding bank holidays. Outside of this is 

considered “Out of Hours” (OOH). 

Routine test when vasculitis is clinically 

inactive / “rule out” screening 

Blood sample (gold top) collected and 

transported with request form to 

Pathology reception 

ROUTINE 

Sample sent to WVT Immunology by 

routine transport 

Sample is booked in, centrifuged, and 

stored by Pathology laboratory until next 

routine transport (16:00 Monday – Friday) 
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